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S e f r o u ,  M o r o c c o  

The Poetics of Craft
 healing through stories  

& time based fibre crafts 





‘In any creative work, be it the artist or the artisan, the creative 
person unites with the material they are working with, which 
symbolises the world outside him/herself. The worker and the 
artefact become one. The human being becomes one with his 
creation. ‘ Erich Fromm 
 
The word Poiein in Ancient Greek (ποιεῖν) means making. It is 
where the word Poetry comes from. Plato had pointed at the 
connection between craft-making and poetry, calling us to gaze 
at the rich worlds of form and meaning that come to life when 
we take raw material from our landscape and create with it.  It is 
possible, when we look at a handcrafted object, to appreciate 
the emotion and soul life that the maker had infused in it. 
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Sefrou is located in the heart of the middle Atlas. 

Traditionally, a market  town  located amidst 

 fertile farming  lands,  it  is  known  for  its  fruit 

 orchards,  cherry  festival and  the  large Jewish 

 community  that  lived  there  up  until  the  last 

 century.  Sefrou is still home to a large 

community of local artisans, metal smiths, 

woodworkers, weavers and button makers. 

Though the community is still thriving, few are 

the ones of the young generation who wish to 

learn these skills. 

 

Visiting local crafts people in their workshops, we 

will learn about their work and daily lives as a way 

to get a sense of the place through the people and 

their working spaces.  An orientation of the city 

from the inside out hosted by Culture Vultures, 

will lead us into a deeper relationship with 

Amazigh women who spin and weave and we will 

participate in a hands own textile workshop. 

 

https://culturevulturesfez.org/


We will be introduced to ‘The Loom in Local 

Rituals’ and how women used the loom as a 

sacred medium for protection. On Sunday we 

will make a day trip to a mountain market town 

in the Middle Atlas where the wool comes from, 

to meet women who practice unbroken textile 

traditions in the region. 

 

Alongside these visits our work will consist of 

listening to the stories that emerge from our 

activities, as well as engage with traditional 

stories from around the world to bring into 

clearer focus the role of craft-making in the life 

of the Soul. On our last day we will share these 

stories in a storytelling evening (no previous 

experience necessary). Daily shamanic 

practices will help us access ancestral 

knowledge and seek healing for modern day’s 

rupture between skill and community, craft and 

Time. 

 

http://www.cafetissardmine.com/
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Day 1 – Tuesday 11  Feb // Arrival to Sefrou ***Please contact us for advise on best travel 
options to Sefrou from abroad. 
Day 2 – Wednesday 12 Feb //  Sefrou  

Guided visit to Sefrou's artisans.  

Talk with Asma Raffik  on  'Tattoos and carpet rituals and designs’. 

Day 3 – Thursday 13 Feb //  Sefrou 

Introduction to carding and spinning with Sefrouian women and informal talk on their craft. 

 Warping the loom.  

Day 4 – Friday 14 Feb //  Sefrou  

Weaving your own  looms with the help and tutelage of local weavers Youseff and 

Mustapha  

Traditional Friday Cous Cous with all artisans involved.  

Day 5 - Saturday 15 Feb  //  Sefrou 

Continuation of weaving workshop. 

Optional Hammam visit.  

Day 6 - Sunday 16 Feb //  Middle Atlas Mountain Cooperative 

Visit mountain market,  carpet cooperative and workshop.  

Talk with cooperative members on womens’ issues and cooperative politics 

Day 7 - Monday 17 Feb // Sefrou 

An evening of story sharing.  

Tuesday 18th Feb // Travel home 

 

http://www.cafetissardmine.com/


 info@earth-speaks.net 
tel: + 34 699504280

info & booking

Fee:  € 950                   

 * € 865 - Early Bird fee for those who sign up by the 1st December 2019 

 

The fee includes - Craft and storytelling program with Culture Vulture and Karmit Even-Zur, 

7 night accommodation, local transport,  breakfast and dinners.    

Not included - Travel to Morocco, travel insurance,  lunches, and optional Hammam. 

 

This immersion in fiber craft and story is guided by 

Karmit EvenZur in collaboration with Culture 

Vultures Sefrou. Karmit's work history spans 

diverse experiences, interests and competences 

from the healing arts, and the arts & crafts world. 

Her unique skill-set provides a deep perspective for 

trans-formational work, and in working with soul 

searching themes. Culture Vultures is a Moroccan 

based cultural organisation dedicated to the 

celebration of local carftmanship and  immersive 

cross-cultural experiences.   

 

www.earth speaks.net 

www.culturevulturesfez.org

https://culturevulturesfez.org/

